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A system of open spaces in Mechelen: Grotemarkt, Veemarkt, Lamot site

A public, multifunclional, collective and mainly padestrian space has o be open o
different formal and Informal practices and 1o unexpecied Intarpretations. It Is a space
whera lo stay, to walk, 1o shop, 1o get a coffea, fidner, whare to do the weakly market
and many other collective practices.

Threa main themes are afforded by our projecl. How 1o design the link batwaen an
underground parking and a major square as a flukd, legible and comfortable public
space; how to combine cars and busses flows with the pedesirian characier of a
central space; how to define a meaningful urban grammar and syntax, strongly
contemporary but attentive to the presence of an imponant past.

Our design is Inspired by the idea that a public space needs to be “not over designad™;
that in the thick layering of the old city a new design must be strongly contemparary
although minimal.
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